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A Spiritual Check-up 


1. Is my faith in God based on personal experience, feelings, vague hopes 
or mere convention? 


2. How much time do I give each day regularly to prayer? 


3. Am I taking the time and trouble necessary to read and understand my 
Bible so I can apply it to life as I have to live it? 


4. Are there any inner dispositions of pride, irresponsibility, laziness, jeal- 
ousy, malice or resentment which I am consciously allowing in my life 
and doing nothing to overcome? 


5. Am I giving in fellowship, prayer and service to my local Church as 
much as I expect to get out of it? 

6. Am I criticising my Vicar/Minister and/or other Christians instead of 
trying to help them? 

7. Is there any wrong relationship with anyone I should put right even if I 
do not think I am in the wrong with regard to it? 


8. Am I being too “bossy” and possessive or touchy in relationships with 
others? 


9. My money—do I spend too much on myself—cosmetics, tobacco, films, 
papers, meals, clothes? 


10. Have I asked God to show me what I should give to the work of His 
Church? 


11. Am I evading taking up any definite work for God by such false excuses 
as lack of ability, time, etc.? 


12. Have I tried to win anyone for Christ during the last six or twelve 
months and am I regularly trying to witness for Him? 


—World Christian Digest 
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News and Notes 


Please, Pastors, whose parochial re- 
ports have not yet been sent in, will 
you kindly do so as soon as possible. 
Thanks to the alert ninety, who have 
already done so! 

Sincerely your Statistician, 
P. C. Jensen, Blair, Nebr. 


Thank you! Mrs. James C. Petersen 
writes to us that she isso grateful to the 
many friends who kindly remembered 
her and her children when Pastor 
James C. Peterson passed away. “A 
special thanks to our dear people at 
the Tabor Lutheran (Church, Salt Lake 
City, who stood by us in every way.” 
She says she will try to reply to each 
one later. 


Viborg, S. Dak. K. R. Jensen, pastor. 
At the recent annual meeting of the 
congregation reports were given of the 
work and progress of Bethany Luther- 
an Church the past year. New officers 
were elected. The pastor was given 
a generous bonus for the past year. 

A faithful member, Mrs. Ervin 
Holm passed away Feb. 9. She was 
born March 21, 1896. She is survived 
by her husband and three sons. 

Mrs. Mary Johnson, age 77, passed 
away Jan. 28. She was preceded in 
death iby her husband in 1945. She 
was a faithful member of the church. 


Eugene, Oregon. Rev. H. A. Svendsen, 
pastor. The Emmaus Lutheran Church 
Ladies Aid of Eugene, Oregon had their 
regular meeting Dec.1, 1955 at the par- 
ish hall of the church, All members 
were requested to bring a Christmas 
gift for a member of the Sunset Home, 
Home for the aged. This is a yearly 
project of the Ladies: Aid to bring 
‘Christmas Cheer to every resident of 
the Sunset Home by giving each one 
a Christmas gift. It is not the gift so 
much as the feeling back of it that 
someone is thinking of them. 

On December 9, 1955, Andrea Win- 
thier passed away at the age of 64. She 
was ia member of the Emmaus Lather- 
an Church. She is survived by two 
sens, Clifford of Cupertino, Calif. and 
Donald of Eugene, Ore.; four grand- 
children; one brother, Marius Ander- 
son of Eugene, Ore.; two sisters, Paul- 
ine Lindley of Portland, Ore. and 
Laura Moody of Eugene, Ore. Funeral 
services were conducted by Rev. H. A. 
Svendsen. Andrea Winther had a sgis- 
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All communications that concern the Editorial De 
Everything pertaining to the Youth Department 


ter, Elsie Anderson, formerly a Dea- 
coness at Brush, Colorado, Sanitarium, 
who had passed away a few years ago. 

The Boy Scout Troop 115 sponsored 
by Emmaus Lutheran Church had its 
Court of Honor December 11, 1955. 
Nine boys received their First Class 
Awards, four boys Second Class, three 
new boys their Tenderfoot Badge, and 
one boy his third Merit Badge for 
Citizenship in the home. The /Scout 
Master, A. T. Moos and Assistant 
Scout Master M. P. Fortier gave reports 
of the past year events and a short 
outline of the coming year. The troop 
has had a successful year, and it will 
soon be ome year since the organ- 
ization of the Boy Scout Troop at 
Emmaus Lutheran Church. At the 
Court of Honor, a display was arrang- 
ed of the troop equipment and also 
the boys’ personal ‘equipment. 

Christian Anderson passed away at 
his home, January 5, 1956 at the age 
of 77 years. He was {born in Belgrade, 
Minn. on December 4, 1879. He was a 
member of the Emmaus Lutheran 
Church. He is survived by his wife, 
Louise; two sons, Harold ‘C. of Eugene, 
Ore. and Arnold P. of Whittier, Calif.; 
two daughters, Mrs. Hilda Gardner 
and Mrs. Mabel Christensen, both of 
Eugene, Ore.; and 13 grandchildren. 

Emmaus Lutheran Church congre- 
gation had its annual meeting on Sun- 
day, January 15, 1956, following the 
worship service and a congregational 
dinner at noon, The budget for the 
coming year was approved. The pas- 
tor’s report was given by Rev. H. iA. 
Svendsen. The congregation gave Rev. 
H. A. Svendsen a special vote of 
thanks for his outstanding service of 
the year. Reports from the various 
organizations of the church were 
given. The following church officers 
were elected: Alden Briggs, President 
of the Church Council; R. D. Burks, 
Church Trustee; Noie Hirshey, Church 
Trustee; Harold Anderson, Deacon; 
Grace Worden, Financial Secretary; 
Elmer Johnson, Auditor; Chris Briggs, 
Auditor; Alma Haugsjaa, Church Cor- 
respondent. 


MEN’S RETREAT AT OKOBOJI 

The Iowa District Board in con- 
junction with the Okoboji Bible Camp 
board has formulated a committee to 
plan and sponsor a two day Men’s Re- 
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treat at the Okoboji Bible Camp 4) 
Milford, Iowa. An interesting progra: 
is being planned to include discussioi 
groups on topics of vital interest t 
the men of the church as well as rec) 
reation and social activities. Furthe! 
details will be published later. Men it 
the area are urged to reserve thi 
week-end of June 10th for an interestinj 


and inspiring outing. 


i 
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Minneapolis, Minn. Immanuel Luther} 
an, K. M. Matthiesen, pastor. Our con} 
gregation has just participated in th@ 
city-wide prdaching teachin tea 
mission in which all the Lutheraal 
churches oof Minneapolis took part 
This mission took place February 5-9 
A total of 18 lay visitors had bee 
trained and made calls ieach evening 
from 7:00 to 8:00. At 8:00 P.M. thers 
was a special service at the church) 
Our guest missioner, the Rev. Freq 
Jacobsen, Albert Lea, Minnesota 
preached a series of evangelistic ser} 
mons at these services. | 

It is, of course, impossible to meal 
sure the real results of such a mission 
statistically, however, the visitor 
were able to contact practically all thy 
unchurched that had been listed as thi 
obligation of Immanuel. It is i 
prayer that this effort may bear real 
fruit for Christ and His Kingdom 
and that this may be only the begin! 
ning of wider witnessing and service 

On January 22, our new council wai 
installed. The members of the Boar¢ 
of Trustees are: William J. Von Stock} 
en, chairman, William F. Von Stocken| 
Harold Hanson, Alan Holme, Petel 
Nielsen; deacons are Alvin Hansen 
Carl Jacobson, and Bjarne Rasmussen 

The congregation has adopted pl 
for the complete reconditioning 
possible expansion of our facilities. As 
a first step, the reconditioning of the 
exterior of the church is nearly com- 
pleted.—Corr. ; 


Ruskin, Neb. Immanuel Petersen 
a faithful 
worker at Bethany for many years, 
passed away at his home in Ruskin 
January 22, 1956, after a long illness, 
He had served on the Bethany chureh 
board for ten years as secretary and 
for three years as vice-president. He 
was a Sunday school teacher for a- 
bout 17 years. * 
He is survived by his wife Vera and 
sens Donald and Vernon Kaldahl. 
(Continued on page 6) 


.— Pr 
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_ YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK CAMP 


United Lutheran Church will conduct Luther 
> work camps in six states and the District of Co- 
this summer during July and August. The Rev. 
slie Conrad, Jr., executive secretary of the Luther 

of America, makes this statement about the 


3 with work, the campers participate in Bible Study, 
» and discussions, the (Rev. Mr. Conrad said. Each 
is own travel expenses and a nominal fee toward a 
‘living costs. 


york camp life, campers learn that the church is not 
pastor in the pulpit and polite people in the pews,” 
ry Conrad said, “but a community of believers living 
norist and serving in his name. 


‘this youth realize through hard work and simple 
through strange cooking and lumpy beds. They share 

customs, new ways of thinking, new methods of do- 
=y volunteer because young people are eager to live 
itmosphere of Christian fellowship and do something 
“ful for their Lord and their brothers.” 


tecided to comment on this because here is some- 
ifferent. Most of our youth directors and youth 
think that Bible Study and play will do the 


Knowledge without worship daes not 
uch. And again the idea is that we must have 
‘ne youth conventions, and we believe in them. 
h conventions often become just another ex- 
in the life of young people today who by the 
che automobile can go to so many places. 


ddition of work to Bible camps may be worth 
ing. How it is carried out we do not know, but 
on the thought to our youth leaders. 


“ER MEETINGS INSTEAD OF REVOLUTION 


were listening to the radio and heard the report 
2 negroes in Alabama have mass prayer meetings 
them solve the question of segregation. We can- 
but think that these negroes are on the right 
should make the white people sit up and take 
f the white people also prayed about it, we be- 
1e Spirit of God would lead them to the right 


of the reports from the South make us shudder. 
how close we are to the volcano. It tells us a 
gs about the world problems. We have had the 
reached in our land ever since it was discover- 
_see how unchristian we are in so many ways! 
-n we expect of all the peoples of the world who 
or little contact with the Christian faith. 

uld say to the praying negroes in the South: 
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torials and Comments 


More power to you. This is the way to do it. It will a- 
waken the conscience of many. God does not want any of 
his people treated unjustly. He will come to your help 
as he came to rescue the Israelites out of Egypt. 


HOW LENT IS SPENT 


Once again we have entered upon that season of the 
church year known as Lent. For the next few weeks there 
will be increasing interest in the program of the church, 
particularly in its services, and on Easter Day churches 
throughout the world will be thronged by people rejoicing 
over Christ’s victory over death. 


In the meantime, how will Lent be spent, not on Wednes- 
day nights and Sundays but in the day-by-day round of 
work and play? 


For some it will be a time of increased devotion. Efforts 
will be made to live the Christian life more consistently. 
Thought will be given to Christ’s sufferings and sacrifice. 
More time will be given to reading the Scriptures and to 
prayer. 


For others it will be a six-week period of discipline. Cer- 
tain objectives will ‘be established, and it will be a matter of 
honor to see that they are realized. 


Still others will spend Lent as a time of self-denial. In 
this way they will remind themselves of the magnitude of 
Christ’s sacrifice. 


How Lent is spent is quite important. The season can be 
a strait jacket which binds the individual so tightly that 
he can do nothing, for either good or ill, or it can be a flow- 
ing garment which enables him to offer warmth and com- 
fort to all with whom he comes in contact. The rejection of 
Christ, the failure of the people of his day to understand 
and accept him, his subsequent death—these can arouse 
our sympathy for Christ and our hatred for all who fail to 
recognize him for what he is, or they can move us to the 
same kind of ministry of compassion to which Christ gave 
himself. 


If Lent is spent in such a way that it is a vital experience 
for us, whether it be a time of devotion, of discipline, or 
self-denial, our lives will be enriched permanently. If it is 
observed as a bleak period of six dreary weeks devoid of 
hope and joy, it can be a hindrance to our Christian growth. 


The disciples, as they lived with Christ throughout the 
closing weeks of his earthly ministry, became increasingly a- 
ware of the opposition to their Master and of his determina- 
tion to fulfill the Father’s will. Only in faith could they 
project themselves into the future which lay beyond the im- 
pending tragedy. .The Christian today lives through these 
weeks constantly anticipating the joy of another Easter. 
This joy should influence every thought and act during 
these important weeks. 


; —Covenant Weekly. 
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THE CONDEMNATION OF JESUS 


March 5, 1) 


By H. C. Jorgensen 


Jesus Was Rightfully Condemned 


The condemnation of Jesus 
is usually pictured as a very 
gross miscarriage of justice. 
There are those, who on the 
basis of universally accepted 
rules of court procedure, are 
able to show that every step 
in the trial and judgment of 
Jesus was unfair, unwarrant- 
ed and illegal. But Jesus was 
neither the first nor the last 
who suffered because of the miscarriage of justice. That 
happens all the time, both inside the law and outside of 
ie 


Our purpose in contemplating the condemnation of 
Jesus is not to show that Annas, Caiaphas, Pilate, the 
mob that shouted “Crucify”, or the chief priests and 
Pharisees, had Jesus put to death by “unfair dealing and 
fraud”, as Luther would put it. What good would it do 
anyway? The deed is done and undone. The mob, the 
council of the Jews and Pilate had their way. Jesus was 
condemned as a criminal, and died a criminal’s death. 
In that, the deed was done. We cannot undo it, and 
there is no purpose in undoing it. That would not bring 
justice into the trial and death of Jesus. And anyway, 
God undid the act when Jesus was raised from the dead. 


We can by no means bring justice into the condemna- 
tion of Jesus. 


And, after all, Jesus deserved to die. 


Jesus Was Rightfully Condemned For Our Sins 


It was written of our Lord that His name should be 
called Jesus (Savior), for He should save His people 
from their sins. It was God’s sincere offer to mankind 
that He would make His own Son an offering for sin. 
“The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 
Isaiah 53:6. And what an ocean of iniquity it is, from 
Adam until now. The sins of man against man, of man 
against God, are so vast in quanity and in consequence, 
that we realize but a fraction of it. In our unbelieving 
and sinful state we hardly recognize it at all, but give 
it other names and other definitions, in a vain attempt 
to take away its condemnation. But it is there, ever 
threatening the life and welfare of mankind. 


It is for this Jesus was condemned; 


all of this, the 


murders, adulteries, blasphemies, hatreds, the lack 
responsibility, the duplicities, the selfishness, the s 
seeking, the boasting, the wilfulness. So when God s 
“T will take this upon myself,’ He took upon Hims 
if He were to be sincere, the condemnation for cS 
sin. He was rightfully made to pay because He had s 
“T will pay.” | 
We Do Not Pity Jesus, We Reverence Him 

When a man assumes the debt of a foolish or sco 
drel partner, we may pity him, but more likely we 
admire him, as we do Abraham Lincoln, who took u 
himself the debts of a delinquent partner in busin 
So the mood of Lent is not to be one of pity for Je 
but rather of holy awe and reverence for the almig 
power and grace of God that could bear on the tree 
sins of the world, without bankrupting Himself. Je 
is not to be pitied, but to be honored and worshipy 
He took upon Himself the burden of our sins, anc 
was a terrible burden. But He was strong enough, 1 
enough and holy enough for it. 


The Mood of Lent 


How strong and adequate are we then, who cl. 
the Christian name and grace. When we are asked 
take up our cross and follow Jesus, dare we say: “I 
serve this cross, not necessarily because of my sin, 
God deals with that in another way, but because I h 
assumed some of the burden of Christ’s body, 
Church. I have pledged my life to Christ, therefore 
am sincere, I have pledged myself to the cost of he 
a Christian.” 


Christians are ever admonished to be compassion 
Love was designated by the Apostle Paul in I Co 
thians 13 as the cardinal Christian virtue. The Apo 
John in his first Epistle, Chapter 3, verse 20, wri 
“For he that loveth not his brother whom he hath s 
cannot love God whom he hath not seen.” It is not 
us to pity Jesus, even as a Lenten exercise. He is 
umphant and exalted. He is the Champion. You don’t: 
champions! You honor them! When we behold Him - 
to marvel at His greatness and His grace. Our Go 
wonderful in power and in mercy. He said He we 
pay, and He did pay. The lesson for me is: “Do I } 
the grace to exalt Him as I ought?” For Himself He « 


not ask for pity, but He does ask for a sinful and 
world. 


ch 5, 1956 


‘Priest becomes Protestant 


\sensation has been created in 
America by the publication of 
/I Left Roman Catholicism, by Luis 
osa, a former Spanish Jesuit wide- 
hown in philosophical and psychi- 
circles in Spain and Latin Ameri- 
he author founded two psychi- 
institutions, in Barcelona and 
asa, and in 1950 was elected vice- 
ment of the International Com- 
we of (Catholic Pathologists and 
Ihiatrists. He became interested 
eotestantism when Cardinal Segura 
inted him to lead a fight against 
\the diocese of Seville. He writes: 
ould never have thought of study- 
Protestantism in the light of the 
4, much less of becoming a Protes- 
mnyself, if I had not been obliged 
pad a fight against it. It was up 
= to convince Protestants of their 
S, and to do so I ‘had to find out, 
Protestantism means and to train 
Catholics to fight it with its own 
irite weapon, the sacred Scrip- 
But what happened was that the 
itures conquered me.” Eventually 
Osa felt he had to leave Spain in 
to live in security. He is now 
ing at the Protestant Union Theo- 
1 Seminary in Buenos Aires. His 
hous book, Why I Became a Protes- 
‘has also had wide circulation. 


‘unce Plans For First Conference 
uther Research 


meapolis, Minn.—Plans for the 
international conference on Lu- 
rresearch were announced at the 
annual meeting of the National 
sran Council here. 


conference, organized by the 
eran World Federation, will be 
sat Aarhus, Denmark, Aug. 13-18. 


eng with Lutheran theologians, a 
deer of prominent Methodist Con- 
Wtional, Anglican and other Prot- 
+ scholars are expected to partici- 


jiong the American theologians in- 
to deliver major addresses is 
Roland H. Bainton, Congregation- 
olar of Yale Divinity School, 
biography of Martin Luther 
irrently on American newsstands 


} Bainton will open the conference 
report on “Problems of Luther 


ation Of Women 
l-ed By 130 Presbyteries 


‘Wadelphia—Votes in favor of or- 
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urch News from here and there 


daining women have been cast by 130 
of the 256 presbyteries of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A. Twenty- 
six presbyteries have rejected the pro- 
posal. 


The overture was sent down to the 
presbyteries by the Church’s 167th 
General Assembly which met at Los 
Angeles last May. Approval by two- 
thirds of them—172—is required to 
make it ‘Church law. 


Opposition to the proposal is ex- 
pected to be concentrated in the small- 
er presbyteries, most of which probably 
will defer voting until shortly before 
the next General Assembly meeting in 
May. 


Ten Commandments 
For Writer 


Purser Hewitt, managing editor of 
the Jackson (Miss.) Clarion-Ledger, 
propounded for the Baptist editors 
a “Ten Commandments of Journalism.” 
He listed them as: 


1. Thou shalt write with brevity. 


2. Thou shal explain all difficult 
words anid! answer all questions. 


3. Thou shalt study the tools of thy 
trade. 


4. Thou shalt plan to use pictures, 
charts, graphs, and cartoons. 


5. Thou shalt not overlook features. 


6. Thou shalt always prepare slight- 
ly too much copy for the papers. 


7. Thou shalt prepare copy systemat- 
ically and send it to the printer in 
orderly fashion. 


8. Thou shalt not mix fact and opin- 
ion in news stories. 


9. Thou shalt present both sides of 
the question and champion one of 
them in editorials. 


10. Thou shalt fight against mistakes 
of all kinds with all thy might. 


Report Lutheran Church 
Still Alive In Russia 


Maulbronn, West Germany — An 
Evangelical-Lutheran Church still ex- 
ists in Russia although it was forcibly 
dissolved by the Communists 19 years 
ago, returning German war prisoners 
have reported. 


A speaker at a gathering of refugees 
here, sponsored by the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, said prisoners 
returning from Siberia told of meet- 
ing Christians there who still regard 


themselves as members of the “Evan- 
gelical-Lutheran Church in Russia.” 


The POW’s said sOme ‘Lutheran 
groups in Russia have preserved this 
tradition and faith and meet in private 
rooms and cellars for services and 
prayers. 


The Church was abolished in 1937 
iby Russia’s anti-Church laws. Most 
of its members were persecuted, im- 
prisoned or scattered over the country. 


At the turn of the century the 
Church consisted of five districts. 
Three of them comprised what later 
became the Baltic States, while two— 
St. Petersburg and Moscow—covered 
the area of Russia proper. 


The Moscow district was the biggest 
Lutheran church district in the world, 
covering an area of more than 20 mil- 
lion square kilometers and including 
the whole of Central, Eastern and Asi- 
atic Russia. The Russian part alone 
had a constituency of about one mil- 
lion members. 


The Church’s last bishop, Dr. Malm- 
gren, was expelled in 1935 and died 
in 1946 at Leipzig, in the Soviet Zone 
of Germany. None of the 198 active 
pastors officiating in 1917 practices 
his ministry. Most of them were exe- 
cuted or deported. 


Omaha Church Leaders Seek 
Action Against Hoodlums 


Omaha, Neb.—Church leaders here 
have started a movement to clean 
out the hoodlums. 


The action came after a wave of 
robberies, holdups and! sex offenses. 


“Taxity and leniency of law en- 
forcement and punishment are respon- 
sible,” said the Rev. Edward W. Stim- 
son, chairman of community and civic 
relations for the Omaha Council of 
Churches. 


Calling on all Omaha citizens to 
help, Mr. Stimson said: 


“The reputation as home base for 
robbers, burglars and hoodlums makes 
all decent Omahans hang their heads 
in shame. 


“Tt is time the decent citizens who 
appreciate the good aspects of life in 
Omaha and want her to progress be- 
came aroused. 


‘We shall welcome the help and ad- 
vice of public-minded citizens and 
groups in formulating a constructive 
policy.” 


Msgr. Daniel E. Sheehan, chancel- 


6 


lor of the Omaha Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese said: “We like to glory 
in the progress of our city, in its beau- 
tiful homes and churches, schools and 
universities. This sort of thing makes 
us wonder if we are making any pro- 
gress.” 


Mayor John Rosenblatt advised the 
thugs to “get out of Omaha and stay 
out.” 


An usolved murder of a co-ed on 
the University of Omaha campus, bold 
daylight robberies and a rash of other 
crimes prompted the church leaders 
to speak out. 


Lutherans Establish Inter- 
Cultural Outreach Program 


Minneapolis, Minn.—Establishment 
of a Lutheran program of “inter-cul- 
tural outreach” was announced at the 
38th annual meeting of the National 
Lutheran Council here. 


Dr. H. Conrad Hoyer, Chicago,’ ex- 
ecutive secretary of the council’s di- 
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vision of American missions, said the 
purpose of the program is to “reach 
and win and include in our fellowship” 
various cultural groups in America 
“not now mormally reached by the 
Gospel.” 


The secretary of the inter-cultural 
activity office will be the Rev. Alf M. 
Kraabel, pastor of Our Saviour’s Lu- 
theran church in Minneapolis since 
1952, who will assume his new duties 
in Chicago on March 1. 


Dr. Hoyer said the churches must 
be reminded that cultural groups like 
Indians, Mexicans, Orientals and agri- 
cultural migrants, “who have hitherto 
been largely unreached by us, ought 
to be reached and won and included 
in our fellowship.” 


Lutherans must learn how this can 
be done, he said, because “we are 
bewildered and often fail when peo- 
ple moving into the neighborhood (of 
Lutheran churches) are of extremely 
different backgrounds.” 
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THE LIVING WORD 
By Luther A. Weigle 


“Conversation” 


The archaic use of the word “con- 
versation” in the King James Version 
of the Bible is so misleading, and so 
completely abandoned by the revised 
versions and modern translations, that 
it will be well to cite other examples, 
in addition to those given in this 
column two weeks ago. I will quote 
the renderings of the Revised Standard 
Version, and state in parentheses the 
archaic phrases which they have dis- 
placed. 

In Galatians 1:13 Paul refers to his 
“former life in Judaism” (conversa- 
tion in time past in the Jews’ religion.) 
He reminds the Ephesians (2:3) how 
“we all once lived” (we all had our 
conversation in times past) as chil- 
dren of wrath; and he urges them 
(4:22) to “put off your former manner 
which belongs to your former manner 
of life’ (put off concerning the former 
conversation the old man). He exhorts 
the Philippians (1:27) to let their 
“manner of life be worthy of (con- 
versation be as it becometh) the gospel 
of Christ,’ and declares that “our com- 
monwealth (conversation) is in heav- 
en” (3:20). 

Timothy is encouraged, in spite of 
his youth (1 Timothy 4:12), to “set 
the believers an example in speech and 
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and 


“conversant” 


conduct” (ibe thou an example of the 
believers, in word, in conversation). 
Among the injunctions in the Letter 
to the Hebrews is (13:5) “Keep your 
life free from love of money” (Let 
your ‘conversation be without covetous- 
ness). If a man is wise and understand- 
ing (James 3:13), “by his good life let 
him show his works” (let him shew 
out of a good conversation his works). 


Peter counsels his readers (1 Peter 
1:15; 2:12) to be holy “in all your con- 
duct” (in all manner of conversation), 
and to “maintain good conduct among 
the Gentiles” (having your conversa- 
tion honest among the Gentiles). He 
warns (3:16) that some may “revile 
your good behavior in Christ” (falsely 
accuse your good conversation in 
Christ). He encourages them (2 Peter 
3:11) to “lives of holiness and godli- 
ness” (holy conversation and godli- 
ness). 


In the Old Testament “the strangers 
that were conversant among them” 
means “the sojourners who lived a- 
mong them” (Joshua 8:35); and “as 
long as we were conversant with them” 
means “as long as we went with them” 
(1 Samuel 25:15). 
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NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 


W.M.S. ; 

The Executive Board of the | 
of the U.E.L.C. met Friday, Fet 
17th, 1956 in the home of the 
dent, Mrs. T. C. Hansen at Cedar 
Iowa. 

The following reports were | 

(1) From the Board of Foreigr 

sions, by Mrs. P. 'G. Rasm 

(2) From the merger meeting 

October 8th, 1955. 

(a) E.L.C. headquarters in 
nesota, by Mrs. T. ‘C. Hani 
Representatives of the Wo 
organizations of the wu 
synods agreed upon the ft 
ing statements which they 
mit for consideration: 

(a) I is agreed that in th 
Church there shall kb 
auxiliary organizatio 
the women of thie Cl 
such organization t 
clude all women wh 
members of the Chu 

(b) It is agreed that suc! 
men’s auxiliary she 
administered by a | 
of Women’s activiti 

(3) From the merger meeting 

in November, 1955. 
(a) Springfield, Ohio, att 
by Mrs. Edwin Jorge 
I 

(4) From the Lutheran World 
eration meeting held Feb 
6th, 1956 at iChicago, Ilino 
Mrs. P. G. Rasmussen, ‘ 
From the Literature Com 
by the chairman Mrs. § 
Jorgensen. Tien programs a 
ing prepared and will bep 
in the form of a booklet 1 
near future. 

The board is most happy and t 
ful for the response to missions. 
ever, we should remind the sor 
that dues should be taken. care of 
as the treasurer must close her | 
March 31, 1956. 

Respectfully suibn 
E. Irene Christianse 
(Recording Sec’y.) 
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Portland, Oregon. C. Scriver ] 
pastor. Bethany Lutheran ‘Chure 
called Bill King, a seminary st 
from Trinity Seminary, Blair, Ne 
intern. He will come after the | 
year. This congregation has abot 
‘baptized members, so the calling 
intern is a great venture. The a 
gation believes that this addi 
help may make the work more 
tive. 46 new scholars have star 
the Sunday school since Septem 


(Continued on page 15) 
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WIN THEM FOR CHRIST 


By John W. Grimley 


hear the drums of Africa! At full moon they fill the 
ht with throbbing sensuous rhythm; every African 
aring the beat of the drums finds a response drawn 
th from the depths of his soul. He begins to chant 
= song they beat, his body sways to the rhythm, his 
at shuffle in time to their pounding and his face takes 
a strange trancelike appearance as his spirit is en- 
otured by the spirit of the drums. These are the peo- 
we are to win to Christ. 
hen there is no moon and the night stillness is 
ken only by the occasional barking of a dog or the 
--off moaning of a hyena, the silence is suddenly shat- 
red by the scream of a woman who has found that 
of her family has gone to the spirit world. The quiet 
lage is now in turmoil; friends and neighbors hurry 
the place of death. Some throw themselves on the 
und in agony of soul; some wail unceasingly. The 
-obbing of the drum begins and the sobbing chant of 
dance of death goes on through the night—and the 
t day—and the next. These are the people to whom 
have sent a mission. 
ere in the shade of the great tree, we see a young 
an weaving narrow strip cloth. His homemade loom is 
de of sticks and corn stalks. Others are spinning 
cead with primitive spindles. And there is an old 
dmother sound asleep on the gnarled roots of the 
te. Her daughter’s child is also asleep in the dust, 
undisturbed flies covering its face. Africa is not 
y a land of grand vistas of sunshine and light; it is 
and of flies and filth and disease. But to them the 
rch has gone to win them for Christ. 
n the near-by village of Wamdiu, the cry of a new- 


LORD GOD OF MORNING AND OF NIGHT 
By Francis Turner Palgrave 


Lord God of morning and of night, 
We thank Thee for Thy gift of light: 
As in the dawn the shadows fly, 

We seem to find Thee now more nigh. 


Fresh hopes have wakened in the heart, 
Fresh force to do our daily part; 

Thy thousand sleeps our strength restore, 
A thousandfold to serve Thee more. 


Yet whilst Thy will we would pursue, 
Oft what we would we cannot do; 

The sun may stand in zenith skies, 
But on the soul thick midnight lies. 


O Lord of lights! ’tis Thou alone 


born child is heard. Upon asking about the child’s cry, 
an evasive answer is given for at the first cry of life, 
an old woman sitting by takes the child and plunges it 
into a pot of boiling water. The child was not born to 
live, but to die! In this village every young girl, before 
she goes to her husband, is expected to have from two 
to four illegitimate children, all of whom are killed. It is 
a test of fertility and one of the most diabolical practices 
imaginable. But these are the people to whom the gospel 
of Christ offers salvation from these devil-forged bonds 
of tradition. 

Several girls have preceded us to a Higi compound, 
and others are on their way. Some have turned back, 
but inevitably they will return. A girl kneels upon the 
ground with her head betwen the knees of an older 
woman. The wife of a blacksmith kneels behind her and 
with her left hand pinches the skin of the small of the 
back, and with the crude flat knife makes a tiny incision 
slightly more than a quarter of an inch long. The black 
outer skin parts, the pure white under layer shows 
through. It stays white but a moment, then slowly turns 
pink as a red drop of blood forms. Hundreds of these 
are made, beginning with the small of the back and up 
over the shoulders. Blood runs thickly. Previous to this 
ordeal, endured without a. whimper, these girls have had 
their abdomens done with similar designs. Every girl 
in the Higi tribe must then have her back done before 
going to her husband. These are the people to whom 
you have sent a mission—a mission bringing the gospel 
of salvation, a gospel of good news concerning One 
whose blood was shed that all men might be freed from 
superstition. 


Canst make our darkened hearts thine own: 
Though this new day with joy we see, 
Great Dawn of God we cry for Thee! 


Praise God, our Maker and our Friend; 
Praise him through time, till time shall end; 
Till psalm and song his Name adore, 
Through heaven’s great day of evermore! 


A NEEDED ART 


Ask God to give thee skill in comfort’s art, 
That thou may’st consecrated be 

And set apart, 
Unto a life of sympathy: 
For heavy is the weight of ill 

In every heart, 
And comforters are needed much 

Of Christ-like touch. 

Anon. 
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By Pastor I. G. Ezra Lamurde 


We asked Mr. Donald Wahlgren of Sudan if any of 
their natives went to the All-African Lutheran Confer- 
ene in November. Mr. Wahlgren got one of the native 
pastors to write about his experiences. We print the 
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A NATIVE SUDAN PASTOR WRITES ABOUT THE FIRST ALL-AFRICAN LUTHERAN CONFERENC 


AS AN AFRICAN PASTOR SAW IT 


article in the language of Pastor Ezra. 


The conference was held in East Africa, so the trip 
went from Numan to Jimeta to get a plane, then to 
Kano and Jos and to Brazaville. From Brazaville they 
went by steamer to Leopoldville. From there they 
went by plane to Albertville close to the Tanganyika 
Lake and then to Tabora. There they visited a Moravian 
mission, and went by train to Dodoma, and then by bus 
to Arusha, and again on a small train to Moshi. 

We have simply given the schedule of Pastor Ezra and 
his companion, Pastor Pilgaard-Petersen, so far in order 
to abbreviate the story. From now on we quote Pastor 
Ezra: 

On the way we were able to see Mt. Kilimanjaro, the 
highest mountain in Africa. On the top if it snow was 
laying like fleecy clouds. When we reached the rail- 
way station. Rev. Pilgaard told me to wait for him while 
he went to inquire about a place for us to stop over. 
He went into a building and I sat down by our baggage. 
I waited and wondered whether he would return. There 
were some natives working at the station, going in and 
out of the building, so I asked one of them about him 
but he answered me in his own language which I could 
not understand. I didn’t know where to ask then and I 
began to be troubled by many thoughts. Suppose some- 
thing had happened to Malam (a Hausa title about 
equal to Mister), what should I do? By and by a black 
man came up to me and asked me in English if I were 
Mr. Ezra Jangare from Nigeria and if I knew Mr. Peter- 
sen. Then I knew Malam was still living. He told me to 
follow him and he explained that Mr. Pilgaard had gone 
to the bank to get some money for them. He took me to 
some German missionary ladies who were going to the 
conference, too. They received me with much happiness 
and many questions. When Mr. Pilgaard returned we 
found out that we could go on to Marangu (the place 
where the conference was to be held) by car with those 
ladies that day, so we did not have to remain over- 
night in Moshi. 


On Sunday evening our conference was opened. That 
morning the Governor of Tanganyika came in order to 
welcome the visitors who had gathered. The people as- 
sembled outside in an open space which had been pre- 
pared for the service because a building could not hold 
all of them. There were so many people there that they 
were as thick as flies. From among the delegates a few 
were chosen to greet the Governor, Sir Edward Twining. 


I was one of them. When he had finished greeting 
the Sunday service was begun. I cannot begin to descr 
it; one needs to see it for himself. There were mi 
hymns by the choirs that I enjoyed so much. 

We gathered again in the afternoon for worship. 
that time we heard messages from some of our fell 
workers. The governor also gave us a good message. 
encouraged the Lutherans in their work. After 
service we who had been chosen to greet the gover: 
were invited to have tea with him. When we had drt 
tea, he said good-bye to us but he asked each one of 
where we came from and what our name was. Indeed 1 
governor was congenial. 

Now I will continue with news of what had brou 
us there. The program had previously been prepa: 
and put in a small book together with the names of 
delegates, visitors and speakers. Also everyone 1} 
given a badge in the form of a cross. The delegé 
had red, the visitors green, and the speakers white. " 
committees also had theirs. On each there was a pl 
for the person’s name. Thus we wore our badges 
everyone knew who we were and where we came fr 
Everything certainly was arranged in good order. 

The conference continued on Monday. We alw 
gathered in the conference hall and there we w 
taught from the Bible. The conference was carried on 
four languages—English, French, German and Swal 
With the help of ear phones we could hear the spea 
in any of the four languages. Indeed, the white mar 
amazing! We heard many words from our fellow-m« 
bers about our Lord. From Monday through Wednes« 
in our Bible Study we heard about “Christ the Cri 
fied Lord”; then from Thursday to Saturday our st1 
was about “Christ the Coming Lord.” We heard mi: 
good words on these topics. Besides these, there w 
several other topics discussed. They include “The G 
pel of the Closed Doors; The Growing Church; Strens 
ening the Ministry; Revival in the Church; Quo Vz 
Africa? A Serving Church; The Church and It’s | 
vironment. I am not able to tell you all about th 
But these became as weapons to me in the work of 
Lord. I am not able to forget the great blessing wh 
I received at this conference. “Quo Vadis Afric 
Truly I wonder what are the thoughts in every par 
my country on this. I still hear this word in my hr 

(Continued on page 13) 
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e have a book here” was the general theme of the 
retaries of the American Bible Society as they re- 
red to the Advisory Council of that Society at the 
le House, 450 Park Ave., New York, N. Y. 

itter a word of welcome had been extended to the 
bers of the Advisory Council, the Secretaries of the 
ferican Bible Society reported on the scope of their 
ities in the Society under the following sub-divis- 


. Why we distribute the Book. 
. We translate the Book. 
. We publish the Book. 
. We distribute the Book at home. 
. We distribute the Book overseas. 
. We encourage the Reading of the Book. 
. The Blind see the Book. 
. We publicize the Book. 
. We visualize the Book. 
. Our Armed Forces use the Book. 
there were 76 representatives present representing 
Henominations, with 26 specially invited guests. The 
Flings Committee stated in the ‘preface of their re- 
=: “The Bible is God’s Word. It 
und of our denominations, and the common book of 
Christian Faith.” In the words of Dr. Francis C. 
ler, Secretary of Public Relations of the American 
e Society for many years, in an editorial in the July 
oD BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, ‘The Bible not only 
rtes God’s miracles of Grace. It is a miracle itself. 
- Bible should not be compared with other books. 
fS so much more than a book.” 
the Advisory Council of the American Bible Society 
somposed of representatives of Protestant denomina- 
in America. Your writer was appointed by Dr. H. 
Jersild, to represent the United Evangelical Luther- 
Church on the Advisory Council of the American 


is the common 


no addition to the publication and distribution of 
iptures, there is the work of translation of Scriptures 
other languages. It is reported there are more re- 
ons in process now than in any other time in Chris- 
Hom. Although this century is only a little more than 
* completed, it has brought forth the Bible or por- 
-s of it in 541 new languages, making a total of 1084 
suages of the world in which at least a portion of 
Scriptures is translated. There is scarcely a major 
Suage in the world which is not now receiving a re- 
on of the Scriptures. Possibly the greatest news of 
year has been the enthusiasm with which the Kogo- 
(colloquial) Bible in Japan has been received. For 
-e than a hundred years the Scriptures have existed 
-he Japanese language, and even though Japan has 
a reputed literacy of 98% (the highest in the world), 
until this last year less than 50% of the Japanese 
ple could have read the Bible with ready under- 
ding. The Word of God had remained masked and 
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WE HAVE A BOOK HERE 


By Elmer W. Anderson 


chained by rare words, difficult grammar, and unfamil- 
iar stilted style. But now all of this has changed. On 
April 15, 1955, at the great Ginza Church near the Bible 
House in downtown Tokyo, the new Kogotai (colloquial) 
Bible was released to the Japanese people. This trans- 
lation was awarded special recognition by the Main- 
ichi Shimbun, Japan’s leading Daily Newspaper. This 
award is similar to the Pulitzer Prize in the United 
States. Since its publication at Easter time 1955, the 
new Kogotai Bible has sold more than 75,000 copies, and 
the rate of sale continues undiminished. To the present 
moment, the Christian message has been exceedingly 
slow in capturing the minds and hearts of the Japanese 
people. In a nation of more than 85 million, there are 
less than a quarter million evangelical Christians, and 
there has been little variation for more than 20 years. 
But now, we may expect to see history add a new and 
glorious chapter to the redemptive effect the Bible has 
upon a people when it comes to them in a language 
understandable in their present day speech. 

To a large extent, the Bible Society’s story is told a- 
gain and again because it is a good story, a newsworthy 
story. Its program of World-wide Bible Reading, its 
foreign work on every continent except Australia, its 
Translation Department, its work for the Blind, its 
program of National Distribution of over 9 million vol- 
umes, and particularly its unique function of serving 
and representing more than fifty denominations in mak- 
ing God’s Word available to all who wish to read it, is 
an exciting story that deserves worldwide attention in 
all media of communication. The task ahead is to find 
the means to tell it more often. The Bible Society is 
looking to individuals, congregations, auxilary organ- 
izations of congregations, denominational bodies for 
financial support. The budget for 1956 was set at $3,858,- 
000.00 of which they estimate $900,000.00 will be forth- 
coming from congregations; $1,086,000.00 from individu- 
al donors; $885,000.00 from Annuities, Legacies and 
Trust Fund Income; and $28,000.00 from miscellaneous 
sources. You will notice they anticipate their largest 
source of income from individual donors, and secondly, 
from congregations. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS, which may be obtained 
from the office suggests a particular portion to be read 
for each day of the year. These Bible Readings were a 
great source of inspiration and comfort to many during 
the recent World War, when parents at home, and sons 
in the Service of their Country, with these Daily Bible 
Readings could read the same portion each day. 

If there is other information you may be seeking in 
the interest of the spread of the Scriptures and Bible 
Reading, write to: 


American Bible Society 
450 Park Ave., 
New York 22, New York 
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The Penitential 
Psalms 


By Robert N. Hansen 
PSALM 38 


Here is a “hymn” in hich the writer, David, is la- 
boring under a tremendous burden — both, it seems, of 
physical illness and of mental anguish from a sense of 
guilt. Apparently he felt as if he had been forgotten by 
God, and therefore he recounts his sorrows and cries 
mightily to God for help. Among the things which 
David brought to his own remembrance, the first and 
foremost were: (1) his past trials and his past deliver- 
ances. The great point, however, in the psalm is to bring 
to remembrance (2) the depravity of our nature. There 
is, perhaps, no Psalm which more fully than this de- 
scribes human nature as seen in the light which God, the 
Holy Spirit, casts upon it in the time when He convinces 
and convicts us of sin. Therefore, for our own applica- 
tion, much of the Psalm must be interpreted in a sym- 
bolic sense, that is—sickness referring to human sin 
and guilt. 


Looking at the psalm and its writer today we prob- 
ably would say: Here is a man who certainly is “down 
in the dumps.” He is on his knees before God sincerely 
pouring out the things in his heart. “Do not chasten me 
in Thy wrath, O Lord,” is his cry. He was afraid, judg- 
ing from his outward circumstances, that God was 
angry with him and thus punishing or chastening him. 
We do know from the New Testament and especially 
the letter to the Hebrews that certainly God in love 
may chasten or discipline us for our own good, just as 
parents discipline a child out of love and for the child’s 
own good. (Read Hebrews 12:1-17 regarding this.) In 
this psalm David is fearful that God may be chastening 
him out of divine anger, not love, and he cries for mercy. 


‘There is no health in my bones because of my sin. 
For my iniquities have gone over my head; they weigh 
like a burden too heavy for me.” Listen to this cry of 
the despairing sinner. We get the impression that his 
sense of guilt is affecting his physical health. Today we 
know that there is a definite relationship between mind 
and body. Doctors have estimated even as high as 70% 
of all the patients who come to their clinics for treat- 
ment need psychiatric counseling rather than medica- 
tion, in other words, because they are not “at peace” in 
their minds, their complex bodily systems are not func- 
tioning properly. What such people need is the peace 
that passes understanding which comes through peace 
with God, Who is the Master “Psychiatrist.” God filled 
the prescription Himself when He came to earth in Je- 


sus ‘Christ and gave the invitation: “Come unto Me, all - 
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ye who are heavy-laden, and I will give you re 
rest unto your souls.” (Matt. 11:28, 29) This is | 
this psalmist needs to know and hear; his iniquities 
his burdens are too heavy for him to bear. Are 
similarly troubled? Give them to the Lord! Take 
His Word! Find for yourselves the promised peac 
joy. 

“My friends and companions stand aloof fro 
plague.” (v.11) We are reminded of the “prodigal 
who in his loneliness bore the consequences of hi: 
Sin separates— not only man from God, but al 
many cases, man from his fellow beings. 

“Those who seek my life lay their snares... 
itate treachery all the day long.” (v.12) At this 
David inserts a new cause of lament—his worry 
his political enemies. The Lord Jesus may a 
used this part of this psalm in His agonizing pray 
Gethsemane. He so frequently quoted from the Ps: 
and this verse in particular could well describe 
scheming minds of His enemies — the chief priests, 
Pharisees, and the scribes. David (vv. 13 and 14) 
on to say that thus far as is ignoring their slande 
lies about him. There is “no rebuke in his mouth.” 
the silence of Jesus during His trial, as He is being 
about, made fun of, whipped and mistreated, immed 
ly comes to our minds. 

The psalmist knows, however, that in humility be 
God lies his answer. He is at the point of “fallin; 
“breaking down” — and in humility he asks Him t 
lieve him before “his foot slips” and gives cause fo; 
enemies to rejoice — to say in effect: “See, we told 
your faith in your God was useless!” Young people 
adults) today seem to realize too little that every 
their “feet slip” into a certain sin, the non-Chris' 
who are watching closely nod in joyous agreement 
say: “See—their deeds do not match their cre 
How important it is to guard our every action, le 
“slip” serve as an excuse to keep someone from bet 
ing a Christian. 

The final prayer of David in this psalm is one w 
every Christian might use for himself, “O my Goce 
not far from me.” The Lord in later revelation has g 
us the assurance: “Lo, I am with you always.” Do 
believe that, Leaguer? If you do, then you will so 
each day of your life that it will be a close walk - 
your Savior —a walk with a guaranteed future! 


(Next week: Psalm 51) 
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HAVE YOU HEARD? 


By George J. Robertson 

AVE YOU HEARD? 

... that Lutheran young people around the world are 
iting in a study of St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 
uring 1956? Well, they are. . 

This Bible Study was planned by the Lutheran World 
sederation. It will be carried out (we hope) in all na- 
mons where there is a Lutheran Church holding mem- 
ership in the Lutheran World Federation. We hope that 
Dung Lutherans whose churches are not members of 
ae Federation will also take up the study. 
Y DO IT? 
‘The purpose of the study is not to see how many Lu- 
“eran young people in how many nations or in how 
any languages may study the same book of the Bible 
the same time. No, there is a much more important 
;ason for it. The purpose is to direct as many Chris- 
youth as possible to search the Bible for the an- 
ers to the spiritual, social and political problems 
ich face us as a human race today. 
Now you can see why “THEY WERE MORE THAN 
EE” was chosen as the theme of the study. The cry of 
aumanity is for freedom. But freedom is not enough. 
ne Christians in Ephesus were more than free, and it is 
r purpose to find out how we too can be more than 
e, and how this will help us solve the problems 
ich make nations so frightened and anxious, so dis- 
stful of one another. 
OW CAN YOU TAKE PART? 

Dr. Krister Stendahl of Sweden was asked to prepare 
study guide. This guide has been adapted by Erman 
. Lunder for use by Luther Leagues. The first part 
;as published in the First Quarter of YOUTH PRO- 
RAMS for 1956. The rest of the guide will be publish- 
in future issues. You can take part in this study in 
ur Luther League. If you have no Luther League, 
u might take it up on Sunday morning in your Young 
ople’s Bible Class. As a last resort, write to your 
UTH OFFICE, Royal, Iowa, for a copy of YOUTH 
OGRAMS. They sell for 40c per copy. 
OW WILL WE KNOW WHAT OTHERS FOUND? 
In order to pool the findings of Lutheran young peo- 
.e from Africa, India, Scandinavia, Germany, Canada, 
.e United States, etc., etc., a get-together is planned 
r August 6-11, 1957 at Luther Memorial Camp, Lake 
koppe, Onamia, Minnesota. There we will share our 
ndings in our study of Ephesians and see how we can 
late these findings to our lives. 
W CAN SUCH A 
UTH CONFERENCE BE HELD? 
e answer to that question is found partly in the 
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fact that the Lutheran World Federation will be meeting 
in Minneapolis a week later and many of these young 
Lutherans will be coming to attend that Conference. 
The other part of the answer is that the Luther Leagues 
of the Synods in America are inviting young people to 
come from abroad for this occasion. We have offered to 
pay their expenses from the time they reach the U‘S. 
until they leave. We plan to have them come in the 
middle of June and visit Luther League Leadership 


‘Training Schools, Bible Camps, Conventions and local 


Luther Leagues before the meeting in Onamia. Our 
U.E.L.C. Luther League voted at its last convention to 
raise $500.00 toward the sponsorship of some of these 
guests from abroad. 


THERE’LL BE A SCRAMBLE 

You and the rest of our Luther Leaguers will want 
to be at Onamia for that wonderful week, but remem- 
ber, we can take care of only a small group from the 
thousands of Leaguers in the Lutheran Synods of A- 
merica, so we will have to be content to bring just a 
few from our Synod. 


BUT DON’T GIVE UP HOPE 

You could be one of the fortunate ones! But, if not, 
you can attend the wonderful week-end of Youth ac- 
tivities which is being planned for Minneapolis during 
the L.W.F. Convention. Better start saving those dimes 
and quarters now. But don’t forget to get in on that 
world-wide study of Ephesians. 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Pithy sayings of Olfert Ricard culled from his 
writings by Svend Rehling have been translated by 
Einer Romer, pastor at Avoca, Iowa. 

Olfert Ricard was the father of the modern 
Y.M.C.A. of Denmark and a noted pastor in Co- 
‘penhagen. The deep impression that he made on his 
own generation stands out as a shining example of 
beautiful and attractive (Christian manhood. 


The Gospel lives because Jesus lives. 


Acquiring good habits is the secret of character 
formation. Then why should we not take the help 
that habit may give us in our spiritual life and sur- 
round it with holy habits. | 


Wherever sin has sway, there doubt spreads; 
and where doubt has sway, there sorrow sits on 
the throne. 


If we could see the continuation of the lines of 
our present life into the future and into eternity, 
we would thank God for our unanswered prayers. 


May God grant unto us first to let Jesus serve 
us, and then to serve Him the rest of our life. 


12 


BY THE FIRESIDE 


enn EERE Enna 


eS << — 
SSS SSO SSO SSS EPPS 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


Se Se et Tre = 
oH: eo mis eS Se FS ee —_> 


THINK, WHEN SOME DAY 
A translation of W. A. Wexel’s “Tank, naar en Gang” (1956) 
By Olaf M. Norlie 
Think, when some day the murkey haze will vanish 
Which hovers over every human life, 
When day eternal comes with light and banish 
Each obstacle that makes one’s life a strife. 


Think, when some day is solved each puzzling problem, 
Each question answered I have pondered on, 

But never could with all my brooding solve them,— 
God's plan that day will come to hight anon. 


Think, when some day each heartache gone, extinguished, 
Each wound is healed, each wish and want is met, 

Each tear wiped dry, each thing for which I languished,— 
All these in God’s embracing love I get. 


Think, when some day, with eyesight unobstructed, 
I shall see Him, my Faith, my Hope, my Love, 
Shall kneel before Him, as I was instructed, 
And sing my thanks and praise with ‘hosts above. 


Think, when some day I shall be sinless, holy 
In thought, desire, in conscience, will and act, 
When I no longer need be fearful, lowly, 
And tremble lest I might some sin enact. 


Think, when some day in Heaven’s endless glory 
My friend and I, companions here on earth, 
Will never tire of life’s eternal story, 
And oft review our earthly life from birth. 


Dear Jesus, may my heart think more of Heaven, 
When paths, I walk, seem hard and steep and long! 
Such thoughts to me will be a precious leaven 
And make me smile through tears and sing a song. 


Editor’s note: The above translation is done by Dr. Olaf M. Norlie of St. 
Olaf College, Northfield, Minn., on his 80th birthday. It is the same hymn as 
we have iby another translator in our Hymnal No. 380. It is well that someone 
is constantly trying to translate and improve the tranlations of the hymns we 


got from other nations. 


BOO OE OO 
WHICH ARE YOU? 


A lot of Christians are like wheel- 
barrows—not good unless pushed. 

Some are like canoes—they need to 
be paddled. 

Some are like kites—if you don’t 
keep a string on them, they fly away. 

Some are like footballs—you can’t 
tell which way they will bounce next. 

Some are like balloons—full of wind 
and ready to blow up. 

Some are like trailers—they have to 
be pulled. 

Some are like a good watch—open 
face, pure gold, quietly busy and full 
of good works. 


—Selected. 


A CONSECRATED CAR 


He couldn’t speak before a 
crowd, 


Le > = SF SE SEE SE=E 


He couldn’t teach a class, 
But when he came to Sunday 
School 
He brought the folk “en 
masse” 


He couldn’t sing to save his 


life, 
In public, couldn’t pray, 
But always his old “jalopy” 


was 
Just crammed on each 
Lord’s Day. 
And though he could not sing 
or speak, 
Nor teach, nor lead in 
prayer, 
He listened well, he had a 
smile, 


And he was always there— 


With all the others whom he 
brought, 


Who lived both near and 
far, 
And God's work prospered, 
for he had 
A consecrated car! 
—The Duncan Christ 


MEMORIES OF AN OLD CHUR 
By Rosina Frahm Nelson 
Blair, Nebraska 


It is always sad when at journey 
end 

We must bid farewell ‘to along-lo 
friend, 

A steadfast friend, who ‘thruout 
years 

Has seen us thru joy and the hea 
break of tears. 


Who can say there was naught 
brick and wood 

In this old red church which so lo 
has stood 

On. the corner here ‘neath the endl 
sky } 

Pointing its towering spire on hig 


Helpless babes were here brought 
Thee 

Before the font. And on bended kn 

Later received Thy body and blood 

Partook of the gift of the healing 
flood. 


Memories tug at the heartstrings ne 

As we pause to recall how the marit 
vow 

Was spoken in earnest and joyous 
breath 

Inside these walls, 
death: 

For many earthly bodies were ls 
away 

To await the call on resurrection dé 


There was also 


These walls can speak, for more th 
sand 

And brick went into their makin, 
And 

It was God's own Spirit that gave 
birth 

Because He needed a place on eal 

To gather together His flock of she 

Rousing them from their sinful sle 


We leave you now, with memories 
dear, 

God bless the souls who have w 
shipped here, 

Who heeded the call of the ringi 
bell! 

You have served us long, you he 
served us well. 

Soon we mvve into our edifice ne 

Someday, please God, it will hol 
memories too. 


larch 5, 1956 


AS AN AFRICAN PASTOR SAW IT 
(Continued from page 8) 
Lord in Africa—whither goest thou?” I see pro- 
s in Africa on every side but what about the Word 
70d? What is the Lord in my heart? And in yours? 
wank God that He has given me a small part in this 


Saturday afternoon we were taken to Moshi to see 
film “Martin Luther,’ he who freed us from the 
ns of the pope many years ago. I enjoyed very much 
ee the fearlessness of Luther before the leaders of 
e. On our return to Marangu we went around by 
‘palace of the Chagga king. He and his wife are 
fistians; they showed us not a little kindness. 
ly were very pleasant to each other and they both 
ted us with Christian love. That night when I 
ped my eyes I could not sleep. All I could see and 
ik of was the film “Martin Luther.” If it were not 
he expense, I should like to have this film shown in 
Heria, too. I am not able to tell my friends well 
gh; if only they could see for themselves. Seeing 
a picture is a sermon in itself. 

the last Sunday of the conference the morning wor- 
® service was again held in the open air. In the after- 
the delegates from each country were called in 
to have their pitures taken. When that was done, 
tof them marched to the worship field singing as they 
it. After the service the chief of Marangu invited us 
tea. He and his wife were also Christians and were 
kind to us. He too, gave us a short speech. In the 
ing the farewell service was held together with Holy 
union. In closing we sang “God be with you till 
meet again.” 

[The next morning we started on our homeward jour- 
. How I missed seeing our fellow-members that we 
met and visited with! We had asked each other 
ny different questions about the work of the Lord. It 
: very useful to have such a gathering. I thank God 
t He put the idea into the minds of the leaders of 
+ Lutheran World Federation, and I thank the mis- 
aries and others who helped to make possible my 


IN HIS CARE 


By John Parker 


| holds the key of all unknown, 
And I am glad; 

other hands should hold the key, 
if He trusted it to me, 

I might be sad. 


at if tomorrow’s cares were here 
without its rests? 


Forever blest. 


I cannot read His future plan, 
But this I know— 

I have the smiling of His face, 

And all the refugee of His grace, 
While here below. 


Enough! This covers all my want, 
And so I rest; 

For what I cannot, He can see, 

And in His care I'll surely be 
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trip to East Africa. 

Traveling by airplane is very quick but it is frighten- 
ing if a person looks out at the ground. And if the plane 
is shaking you feel as if your insides will come loose 
and fall out. Nevertheless, I learned two things from it, 
namely faith and seeing. Concerning faith, faith causes 
a person not to consider the loss of his life; he goes in and 
sits down happily. He believes the airplane will take 
him to his destination and he has faith in the driver 
for he is an expert; he knows his job. Do you and I be- 
lieve God is an expert in everything? If He tells us to 
give everything for His work, do we remember that He 
will pour out many more blessings than the little we 
have given? Also, if He tells us to “go”, we must obey 
Him; he knows where He will take us. He is the Great 
Pilot. 

Concerning seeing; seeing man from above he is like a 
mere sand-fly. I said to myself, since the airplane is 
man’s invention and the eye of man is small, yet he is 
able to see thus, how does God look upon us children of 
men? Is man nothing before God? Yes, it is true; man is 
a filthy, vile thing in the sight of God. Neverthless, man 
has his glory before God if he repents and believes in 
Jesus Christ. “For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

When we were at Tabor where Livingstone had once 
lived, I looked around at the place. There were moun- 
tains in the middle of Africa; Europe was far away. In- 
deed I lack the kind of love he had for the black man 
and I wert. I said, “Surely Dr. Livingstone followed in 
the steps of our Savior in love; he even died for his 
love.” Today there is a big church in East Africa, and 
everywhere in Africa there are churches. Although 
Livingstone’s travels were many so that he hardly had 
opportunity for real mission work, yet surely he was 
the one who opened the way for the rest to follow. To 
you, the reader of this report, let me say “There is 
darkness in Africa yet today; it is only a few who have 
received the Light. Think of Livingstone and ‘go and do 
thou likewise.’ ” 
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rather He’d unlock the day, 
I, as the hours swing open, say, 
“My will is best.” 


very dimness of my sight 
Makes me secure; 

groping in my misty way, 
rel] His hand, I hear Him say, 
“My help is sure.” 


H. Lyle Guyer 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 


We are here to serve YOU and 
OUR CHURCHES 


* 


* * 


LUTHERAN 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 


200 South Fifth St. Blair, Nebr. 
P. V. Hansen 


14 THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Le 


Total Synodical Budget $275,202.00. Budgets: | 


Previouslys 2a CGknO WIGS) Fy sereeiceseee sna smenb te on gee ctrMees Oo enn wren Soon ze cledectsmncmctinny teams eermtaneatestcer : 8] 


Montreal, Que., Caniada, St. Ansgar Danish Ev. Luth. Church 
La Grange, Ill., Mr. and Mrs. John Lorentzen in memory of Jens Mikkel-| 

sen, ot Goleotha, Churchi (Chicago cence cn.cscees-cuaseneacreneenccsstuaremenieresere messed 
Exira, Ia., Ophelia Ladies Aid in memory of Jens Mikkelsen, father of! 

Mrs, Heve Stanley, wludTeemy ..c.s.csiedurscsasotcanieteesre tours teueroreee Ane uecnem enc wEne | 
Luck, Wis., Willing Workers in memory of Mrs. Art Jeverts 2.0.0... 
[a eaeraver, Oiesyy Iicmesksnbie) WE eRe She TSI) censtcenpascedcononbsoanesasbernbocastbcecceshacns oe 


|123229.00 
|15955.28 


Clinton, Wis., Pella Engl. Ev. Luth. Church a 
Wiebstens Gro mess savor Seti am yen lA Che seme Sen cnusccitaknesee sosbetieascccrarvess=saversearetecceres | 
Audubon, Ia., Class 8-A of Our Savior’s Church for lim Home in mem- 
ory of Paul A. Lauritsen, son of Mr. and Bruce Lauritsen ................... 
Audubon, Ia., Mrs. Ellen Jensen and family in memory of Mrs. Walter ............. 
ASS Mee UOb aber tee | TNE eer accton cose such cacceianna sa6ac ac kcaeodhodan. sag dacaonnoRBE 96N000 TnBoseep Up robansocoovanens We 00 
Blair, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Johnson in memory of Rev. James C. Pe- ................ 
COISONTN eee cea teagutsesede tetas waeh steers teosaunaecns sete emer me mer cccssacbornonuesnss caarie mss asGen 
Oyens, Ia., Gethsemane Fellowship League ........c:cc.cccccescccseseseccnssscceevoecnececseeouees 
The Nebraska District, by John P. Johnsen, Treas., 
FAINSS “CAE SLE SOM, oem veer ences Ree ect e as CI AMeet ost eedateaestae reat oo eteea Gate sae eee 
ATE JATIONIYR MOUS) (SEVIS ee or ctechec vote henuaeds con eee enebiaaens te neuse tea es code SetesW aac tomas Faspemeenosarseecs 
Harlan, Ia., Immanuel Luth. Ladies Aid in memory of Rev. James (Or 
Peterson 5 Sis uieirones Coe de ames stow voice te ae aaa ne niccar tite tee walere adie Sasa Ge, le SOW wale Uawteatea hom oguie rebieesenta ales 
lDYsonei, Cloiloa, Sites Aubenelke, Bipowos WGieybueelay (GAbbgonaeh)) so-dosuctesgoneccosmcascocr eek cecastoreonrss 
Brush, Colo., Miss Edel Hansen in memory of Anton Petersen, Elk Horn, 
QR eee eee er eects re tp ced once ee MN LIAR AR is valtemn Une wot ome cr oeht danleasiantearinns Geesee sere wnlascscosten tare aae au tas cee as 
Beresford, S. D., Nazareth Luth. S. S. for the two Homes ‘ 
Detroit, Mich., Northwest Trinity Luth. Chureh .......................... ee 
Nonthe rick Wis ist. eber Ss MLithie Se iS. teats cces seme cues seeeieet ne cntnaetere ec oteranse 2.9.00; 
Omaha, Nebr., Miss Christine Larsen in memory of Rev. James C. Pe- ............ 
TETSU 5 eccrncs tered Sec octa eee tee eae Sige aves ta ceas vay Soe Men naa cee oO Soecte cree detomente secs 2.00) | 
Standard, Alberta, Can., Nazareth Luth. S. S. se 
BlaivapiNebira, dinsits Tube Giild. “AON eihcsteescteetaeee se. aes teets -< Be 75.00: 
Webster Groves, Mo., Bethany Hv. Luth, Church _.........ccccccesccscesessernseeeees 331.90, 


Shelby law Unitedeubive DarthgnChurehiarieey secs poco cers etetnes ctieaeseetee ae euceotsass 50.00 
Cordova, Nebr., Ladies Aid of Our Savior’s Luth. Church .................0:0 10.001 | 
Norwalke Calitve = Drinitye Lintheene Hunchinmeneeecee canek cece nrereet cena cat ceo ete: 246.501] 


Chil- 


- dren’s 


Homes 


School General Home 


Fund 


Indian Utah sion 
Fund Mission Mission Mission Fund 


Pen- 


87030.00 


TOTAL |163330.37] 


Foreign 
Missions 


16148.47 


South 


SPECIAL MISSIONS Total (Where Most Amer. 
Received Needed) Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Action Miissior 


Budgets: | ie 
Previously acknowledged _ ...........:ccccceseeeeeees a 50013.22 
Cushinio ws Wiss Cusine Toy ail WO Ger Sie vcs eeceuapensceum cae cteeeteeeeee aan 
Luck, Wis., Mr. and Mrs. Willie Hansen .... Bead 
Elke Elorne cas, MES Maries EL am Senn meat sysccpdecescectee cess crete, ceainerecqantee cso sces 
Viborg, S. D., in memory of Mrs. Nina Holm, given by friends.. 
Eugene, Ore., Bethesda Ev. Luth. Church: Scholarship for stu- | 

dent in Bible Institute in Colombia $200, for the So. Am. 

Mission, wherever it is most needed $6010.00... ceeseee eres 
Bucene wOre: = iscthesdar Eve) Lirthiy Cheech tr. sst ee ceete eect terete nee 200. Be 
Eugene, Ore., Bethesda Evy. Luth. Church for support of a Na-]_........0....... 

GA ViCe LSU OT ote reseedestrectresnawese scbceee sates ce aRey Earn re a te meme eee aon enaeeee 180. 00 
Easton, Calif., Immanuel Missionary Society in memory of Mrs. | ............... 

I TItZ eC HrIStENSen, i Syee c eae ece eon da, Caononeaner ace eee astee neces ras qiaeeeeecaeasnes 5.00) 
Blair, Nebr., Mr. iand Mrs. N. T. Lund in memory of Dr. Inadomi 50.00]| ... 
BiaireNebrs ws Mire ald vires SNe Ue eraniclinereneencnce sommes coer mcctersmifismerares 100.00]} ... 
Blair, Nebr:, Mr. and Mrs. N. T. Lund in memory of their par-] ...............: ‘| 

SUNS Spartanas dr cenab Cog Rone CO SaE PEEP EDLC ar ecien sa near aaoe acide arena sere c nom oeDieon a SdD 5.0.00 
Sidney, Mich., Miss Joan Lavery of Immanuel Luth. Church ....... 20.00: 
Denver, Colo., St. Mark’s uth. Church (Aurora) ..........5....0.08 32.00! 
Elk Horn, Ia., friends and neighbors of Mrs. Charlotte Sorensen | uesO 0 
Spencer, Ia., Bethany Luth. Ladies for Donald Wiahlgren’s sal-] ................ 

LTS Y Ghat te mr ds te daca cit cae SoCal ehale Be vite mabe rcan Memes da meaarcen aie UMMM aie sist steers Wienea ideas 250: 00. 
Chicago, Ill, Atonement W.M.S. for a Portable Chapel in Japan 1200.00: 
Wisconsin District for Helen M. Jacobsen’s salary for March | ................ she 

£20156 Ug 2 G6 ag i ee eee ene eas a ny Pe nee onco scar omer ereetonntac tino fans ganees 140.00: 
OLEsone VWAS:, stneMileadies ANG iris eee cae ane eh Peete er cman ante meee | 10.00: 
Neenah, Wis., Our Savior’s W.M.S. for Rev. A. Morck’s trans-|................ 

lations, in memory of Mrs. F. F. Thomsen 15.004) .;. 
BlaineuNebr..Mirst.< Lith, (Guild ssc en eee ee et ete 25.001 
Cedar Falls, Ia., Rev. and Mrs. Homer Larsen, Life Member-|]................ Mere 

ship, for Mrs IN. Co Carlsen, ‘Blain, Nebr feeccccccceestecccee: 6.75}: 
Lynwood, Calif.. Women’s Guild, St. Paul’s Luth. Church, Life] ......0........ j 

Membership for Mrs. Samuel Hansen, South Gate, Calif. ...... 6.75 
Olds, “Alberta, (Canada, Sit. Pauls’ nuthi Chliumeh) Gi.scccus.scnnesasens 
Neola, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. S. S., an offering bs 
Vamistot se. i. Lva Danderup see eens 
Noma Calif irindty: Lath. Church senate. 

TOTAL 53267.02) 


“Forward with Christ” receipts to Febr. 25, 1956, $192,073.16. 


10566.87 


|16000.00|20227.00 
743.80] 9683. 96}15160.25 


-| 800.00) .. 


Received with thanks. Blair, Nebr., Febr. 25, 1956. 


100.00: 


Japan 


2994.0.00161546.00 


50287.62: 


16458.25: 


14561.04/38046.60 


Santal Sudan 


10000.00 
9931.86 
10.00] 

2.00 


10071.86/14326.15) 


|49772. ps Tn EES eee ass 


7809.00/1542.00/64115.0 


|1127.76|316913. 


'/5806.76|1191.75|37288.138 


1956 
Luth. 


Jewish World China 


43399.00| .. 


112.98 


H. J. Hansen, Treas. 


5, 1956 


THE GRACE OF APOLOGY 

said a thing one time that we are likely to for- 
said that when we come to the altar to worship 
d remember that we have grieved or wounded or 
a brother, the first thing to do is to go and a- 
e and be reconciled. 

t Jesus said was not incidental nor accidental, but 
ental. It goes to the root of things. It is a major 
ian virtue, this willingness and promptness to a- 
e for wrongs done to others. 

is full of strained relationships. In our short- 
ess we offend and injure others unthoughtedly. 
bsorption in our own affairs causes us to neglect 
mies those who have a claim to our care. Mis- 
standings rise most naturally. An inflection of the 
sometimes carries a meaning we did not want nor 
| to convey. Our actions are often not a true index 
motives and heart. And out of these unintention- 
ings to one another grow most of the quarrels of 


r many of these would disappear if we would hunt 
wrongs to others and apologize for them rather 
nunt for the wrongs done by others to us and hug 
st of offiended feelings! 

e people in their spare time spend many minutes 
over the wrongs others have done to them. It 
ccurs to them how much they may have wrong- 
rs. We can tell just about what our state of grace 
ow our thoughts turn in moments of leisure. Is 
burden over the wrongs done to others? Test 
-If out and see which stirs you the most. 

harder to apologize than it is to accept an apology. 
rept an apology means that we were right and thie 
‘person now acknowledges it. But to apologize 
to confess that we were wrong. No one likes to 
that he has been wrong, especially if he intended 
‘right. But no matter how hard it is there is the 
» command to do it. And there is no use going on 
altar to worship, no use to carry your head high, 
» to tramp down that inner feeling that you ought 
rnowledge your fault—for God will not accept it 
4 go and be reconciled. 

hrough the Bible, this same fundamental truth is 
-sized. Forgiveness is a duty, and so is confession 
t. James says: “Confess your faults one to an- 
“Go...; first ‘be reconciled,” said Jesus. All 
"The Lord wills it. We will obey and we will pray 
re may have sufficient grace to apologize. 

—The Prospector. 


NEWS AND NOTES Coffee Time. 
Continued from page 6) 

e, Wis., Gethsemane Lutheran 
Karl J. Wilhelmsen, pastor. 
gregation reports 1280 baptiz- 
ers. It had an annual income 
62.11. $9,621.87 of that amount 
» building fund and $10,385.95 
evolences. Two morning ser- 
e eonducted every Sunday. 


a) 
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Church, Brooklyn, 
sen, pastor, has begun to serve a cup 
of coffee following the 11:00 A.M. ser- 
vice. This gives people a chance to get 
acquainted and to meet old friends. 
This is no doubt of no little value in a 
congregation where people may ‘bei 
scattered. We are interested in how 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


WHY I AM A LUTHERAN 


By Victor E. Beck, Thomas Nelson and Sons, 190 
pages, $2.75. 


Many people ask the question, ‘Why are there so 
many denominations?” They sometimes ask the question, 
“Why Lutheran?” or “Why Methodist?” The author of 
the present book has attempted to answer the question 
“Why I am a Lutheran.” He does this in an interesting 
fashion. He is an Augustana Lutheran pastor and writer, 
who has traveled in Europe and who has had a number 
of contacts with prominent Lutheran leaders. He gives 
us the European background of his thinking, which is 
important, because Luther came from Germany. The 
author has a lengthy chapter in which he has prominent 
Lutheran leaders of the United States give their answer 
to the question, “Why I am a Lutheran.” This chapter is 
in itself very interesting. I feel sure that both pastors 
and lay people will read the book with a igreat deal of 
profit. vavieoe 


A CHRISTIAN IN POLITICS— 
LUTHER W. YOUNGDAHL 


By Robert Esbjornson, T. S. Denison and Company, 
384 pages, $3.50. 


The Youngdahl name is well-known in America. The 
Governor of Minnesota a few years ago became known 
because of his Christian principles, and of late he has 
becanxe known as a federal judge, especially because of 
his attitude in the Lattimore case. The author of the 
book before us loves his subject very much and he has 
a great admiration for Youngdahl. He goes into detail 
describing his life and his family, and when you have 
read the book you will have the impression that Young- 
dahl certainly is a noble personality. All admirers of 
Youngdahl will want to buy the book. It also gives a 
great deal of contemporary informatan about politics 
and campaigns in present day America. Our only objec- 
tion to the book is that it is rather long and that a much 
better biography of Youngdahl could be written when 
he is eighty years old than the author has done in the 
present book. However, anyone interested in Youngdahl 
will be rewarded reading the book. Al bed), 


Salem Lutheran 
N.Y. V. O. Aron- 


this fellowship works out and if it is 
used in other congregations. We recall 
from Eastern Canada that we called 
that type of work “Coffee mission.” 


Cushing, Wis. Pastor Gerhard Ny- 
gaard, of Red Deer, Alberta, Canada, 
has accepted a call extended to him 
from the Cushing and North Luck 
parish. 


many people have! 


for example: 


How much will | receive in cash or monthly 
income at my retirement? 


What monthly income would my dependents have 
in case of my death? 


Your LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD representative 
personally offers you a free, simplified insurance 
programming service through “The Financial 
Guide for Lutherans.” This includes the 
computing of Social Security benefits, group 
insurance, retirement plans, and your 

present life insurance program. 


Just mail the coupon today for this free service. There is absolutely no obligation. 
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CARL F. GRANRUD, President 
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